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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Peat swamp forests are swamps at the “forest” stage of
their development. Swamps have their own role in the
formation of the gas composition of the atmosphere,
regulate the circulation of water, carbon and other natural
components, and contribute to preserving biodiversity,
including microbial biodiversity.

Peat deposit is a bank of microorganisms, representing a
wide variety of groups. Even though microbial communities
of various swamps have been analyzed for more than a
century, there are still many questions to be answered.
Particularly important are the following ones: what groups
and taxa of microorganisms prevail in swamps of different
genesis and what ecological functions are they able to
perform?

The topic of this Special Issue is the assessment of
abundance, diversity, viability, and activity of microbial
complexes in the phyllosphere, rhizosphere, and litter and
soils of peat swamp forests. Particular attention will be
paid to studies where microbial complexes are analyzed
via molecular-biological methods, as well as to the search
for microorganisms with high functional and antagonistic
potential.
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Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
Gerosa disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished

Department of Mathematics and
Physics, Catholic University of
Brescia, I-25121 Brescia, Italy

editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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