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Message from the Guest Editors

Too o8en underestimated even by the forestry world,
genetic diversity provides the fundamental basis for the
evolution of forest trees and their adaptation to changes.
The conservation of forest genetic resources (FGR) in
general and of broadleaved species in particular is
therefore vital, as they are a unique and irreplaceable
resource for the future, to be treated as an integrated
element of an overall sustainable forest management.

Although in the last few decades knowledge of forest
sciences specifically regarding the broadleaves has
reached an excellent level of quality, an increase of its
dissemination is required in order to favor the
implementation of strategies which address the new
challenges of the present time.

In relation to the above considerations, at a period of such
rapid and intense changes, we believe that the time has
come to help take stock of the situation regarding the
conservation and management of the genetic resources of
forest broadleaves in this context. You are therefore invited
to contribute to this Special Issue and to help ensure that
the experience of the family of forest improvers and
geneticists has not been in vain.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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