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Message from the Guest Editor

European forests provide a range of goods and services.
The regulatory framework of European forest policies and
forest-related policies influences the provision of forest
goods and services. Payments for ecosystem services have
been identified as an important mechanism to close the
gap between the demands of society and service providers.
The objectives of this issue are to better analyze public and
private financing mechanisms for the enhanced provision
of these forest externalities in Europe, develop options for
market-based mechanisms, present best practice
examples, and prepare strategies and guidelines for policy-
makers in order to implement new mechanisms and to
foster the provisioning of ES. Another one is to develop
mechanisms for the payment of ecosystem services at the
appropriate  level of forest management and
administration and combine public policy tools with
business models. This issue will focus on the interface
between management planning and environmental
economics and policy analysis. Identifying the most
suitable business models for a given socioeconomic,
ecological, and political situation and fostering a
sustainable management remains an ambitious goal.
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Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
Gerosa disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished

Department of Mathematics and
Physics, Catholic University of
Brescia, I-25121 Brescia, Italy

editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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