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Message from the Guest Editors

This special issue aims to explore the role of protected
areas in forest conservation and discuss their effectiveness
focusing on challenges but also on opportunities for new
policy directions. We invite contributions which explore the
strengths and weaknesses of protected areas for forest
conservation by presenting evidence of case studies from
across the globe representing different types of protected
areas and forest management frameworks. Ecosystem
services is expected to be a key concept in the special issue
especially regarding the role of Protected Areas in
providing these services and links with human well-being.
In this context, studies which use an inter-disciplinary
approach, exploring both ecological and socio-economic
impacts of forest protected areas, are warmly welcomed.
Papers submitted in this special issue are also expected to
contribute in the on-going academic and policy discussion
regarding new management tools linked with forest
conservation (eg. re-wilding, nature-based economies)
which are proposed as more effective initiatives in
protecting forest ecosystems.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or

their institutions.
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