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Message from the Guest Editors

Fruit and vegetable production is constantly threatened by
insect pests, diseases and weeds, as well as new invasive
species of harmful organisms. The basis for protecting
crops from pests today is Integrated Pest Management
(IPM), which involves the proper and timely pest diagnosis
and pest-adapted control. Accurate and rapid pest
detection and identification is the first step towards the use
of effective control strategies. Nowadays, various
diagnostic tools ("decision support systems") are being
developed and used that allow the fast and efficient
identification of harmful organisms so that an accurate and
timely choice of a specific pest control strategy can be
implemented.

The purpose of this Special Issue is to present innovative
studies, approaches, tools and techniques that can be
successfully used in pest diagnosis or as efficient control
measures in fruit and vegetable production. These also
include innovative articles on molecular and geometric
morphometrics diagnostic tools, the implementation of
artificial intelligence in pest detection, and any control
strategy that can suppress the pest in an environmentally
friendly and cost-efficient manner.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Luigi De Bellis Horticultural plants and their products provide sustenance,
Department of Biological and health, and beauty. A confluence of factors is putting

Environmental Sciences and increasing pressure on horticultural production to evolve,
Technologies, Universita del

Salento, Centro Ecotekne, via and innovative research is addressing these challenges.

Provinciale Lecce Monteroni, Horticulturae provides a venue to communicate research

73100 Lecce, Italy results in a rapid manner with open access, allowing
everyone the opportunity to stay abreast of leading
research addressing horticulture. | invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed journal.
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