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Message from the Guest Editors

Fruits and vegetables are a fundamental part of human
diet and are also an important source of bioactive
compounds. Consumers today are increasingly
demanding sustainable and higher-quality food, and
therefore, the quality of fruit has become a key factor in
purchase choice, both due to the increase in health
awareness among the population, who are looking for
foods that promote health and sustainability, as well as
sensory qualities (visual and organoleptic) that makes
fruits and vegetables attractive.

To reduce food quality losses and maintain the content of
compounds related to health, as well as consumption by
consumers, research is required to improve the quality and
the parameters affected during the cultivation or
processing of fruits, since, to obtain quality food products,
it is necessary to control them from the moment they are
planted and picked.

This Special Issue focuses on reporting on the current state
of the art, the changes undergone in the (functional,
nutritional, and sensory) quality of fruits throughout their
growth, processing, and shelf life, and acceptance by
consumers through the sensory analysis tool.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Luigi De Bellis Horticultural plants and their products provide sustenance,
Department of Biological and health, and beauty. A confluence of factors is putting

Environmental Sciences and increasing pressure on horticultural production to evolve,
Technologies, Universita del

Salento, Centro Ecotekne, Via and innovative research is addressing these challenges.

Provinciale Lecce Monteroni, Horticulturae provides a venue to communicate research

73100 Lecce, Italy results in a rapid manner with open access, allowing
everyone the opportunity to stay abreast of leading
research addressing horticulture. | invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed journal.
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