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Message from the Guest Editors

Postharvest diseases are one of the most acute problems
of agriculture and food industries, significantly limiting
production, marketing, and storage of fruits and vegetables
leading to significant economic losses worldwide.
Pathogens often infect plant organisms and live in their
tissues without any typical disease symptoms at growing
time and are not always visible at harvest, but may rapidly
appear after harvesting and become the major decay
factor reducing quality and shelf-life of fruits and
vegetables. It is highly desirable to have an approach to the
reduction of postharvest food losses that is novel, efficient,
environmentally friendly, and bio-safe.

The purpose of this Special Issue on “Explorations in
Postharvest Diseases of Fruits and Vegetables” is to present
the latest scientific research findings dealing with various
aspects of postharvest physiology of fruits and vegetables,
tools, methods, and innovations that may be used to cope
with postharvest diseases.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Luigi De Bellis Horticultural plants and their products provide sustenance,
Department of Biological and health, and beauty. A confluence of factors is putting

Environmental Sciences and increasing pressure on horticultural production to evolve,
Technologies, Universita del

Salento, Centro Ecotekne, Via and innovative research is addressing these challenges.

Provinciale Lecce Monteroni, Horticulturae provides a venue to communicate research

73100 Lecce, Italy results in a rapid manner with open access, allowing
everyone the opportunity to stay abreast of leading
research addressing horticulture. | invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed journal.
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