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Message from the Guest Editors

Female genital mutilation, or cutting, is considered to be a
human right violation and a crime in several high- and low-
prevalence countries. However, according to the WHO and
UNICEF, more than 200 million women and girls are
estimated to live with it, and an estimated 3 million are at
risk annually. 

Maintaining the practice is grounded in complex socio-
cultural roots and a lack of knowledge concerning the
physical, psychological and health-related consequences
of FGM.

To improve care and work towards a change in behavior
and attitude, it is vital to inform health providers about the
context, experience, and views of different settings and
communities. Health systems must be enabled to adapt to
this complex situation and tailor their care according to the
requirements of women and girls without overburdening
them or offering treatments that mirror biased
perspectives. 

This Special Issue of International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health (IJERPH)
focuses on the current state of knowledge and practice in
both countries of high prevalence and countries of
migration.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou
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Disparities Research and
Innovation, Richard Dixon
Research Center, Morgan State
University, 1700 E. Cold Spring
Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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