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Message from the Guest Editor

Although public health, social and medical sciences have
intensively  studied  the  association between
socioeconomic status (SES) and health/subjective well-
being (SWB), the evidence is less clear in low- and middle-
income countries. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic has
intensified existing SES-related health inequalities, and
may exacerbate such inequalities by having a far greater
impact on vulnerable populations than their better-off
counterparts. To mitigate health/SWB inequalities across
socioeconomic dimensions, policy makers need to
comprehensively understand the nature of this gradient
and its underlying pathways.

The focus of this Special Issue is on issues related to SES-
health gradient and its underlying mechanisms, both in
and between developing and developed countries, and the
impacts of sociodemographics on human SWB, which is
measured both objectively and subjectively. We are also
interested in studies that explore the relationship between
SES in childhood and health at older ages, as well as
potential policies and interventions to improve human
health and SWB through interdisciplinary research from
economics, demography, public health, and epidemiology,
among others.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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