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Message from the Guest Editor

On 11 March 2020, the World Health Organization declared
COVID-19 a global pandemic. Over a year later, the
pandemic has highlighted the fragility of the healthcare
system and the consequences for people’s wellbeing. The
pandemic has impacted all areas of the health system.
Indeed, scientific evidence shows significant changes in
access to primary and specialist care; available resources;
trends in chronic degenerative diseases; the effects of
isolation on children, on adolescents, and mental health in
general; habits and lifestyles (nutrition and physical
activity); delay in early diagnosis; and increased overall
mortality. It has also highlighted existing health inequalities
such as chronic health conditions, while unequal living and
working conditions have inexorably increased the
prevalence and severity of COVID-19 infections.

This Special Issue aims to publish original articles dealing
with various aspects of public health.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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