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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Autoimmune diseases (ADs) are chronic pathologies
triggered by the loss of immunological tolerance to self-
antigens, o,en causing systemic or organ-specific damage.
Genetic and environmental factors are highly involved in
the pathogenesis of ADs. Various infections may influence
one or more kinds of these diseases, and a single organism
may be able to trigger more than one AD.

In this Special Issue, we will address viral and bacterial
infections and their pathogenic and virulent mechanisms
in autoimmunity.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou
RCMI Center for Urban Health
Disparities Research and
Innovation, Richard N. Dixon
Research Center, Morgan State
University, Baltimore, MD 21251,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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