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Message from the Guest Editor

Atrial fibrillation (AF) is a well-known disease that affects a
large share of patients treated by the medical community
and is, therefore, a public health issue. Despite the
existence of clear guidelines, it is not one of your
"everyday" problems with a straightforward, one-size-fits-
all treatment plan, but rather a complex disease
necessitating different approaches depending on which
side of it you are looking at: a nuisance to daily life in
patients with paroxysmal or persistent AF leading to
recurring cardioversions, ablations, or chronic medical
therapies; a major stroke risk and cause; a complicator of
post-operative hospital stays; a cause for emergency
department visits; up to a negative impactor on critical
care and intensive care—AF shows its facets in many
different ways.

"Novel insights" concerning AF in every possible aspect
impacting patients are needed for further evolving modern
and specific diagnostic, therapeutic, and preventive
aspects of this disease. Papers addressing these topics are
invited for this Special Issue of IJERPH, especially those
focusing on either practical approaches or raising new
thoughts leading to potential future research.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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