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Message from the Guest Editors

COVID-19 has had unprecendented effects on global and
local systems. Citizens' behavior during the pandemic is
rooted in personal characteristics such as age, gender,
socioeconomic status, being in a group at risk group for
COVID-19, inclusion in a minority group, and education
level. However, individual factors, both psychological and
behavioral, such as risk perceptions, lifestyle, rituals,
adaptivity, mental resilience, and emotional regulation, as
well as social and cultural factors, such as community
characteristics and the level of resilience, traditions and
beliefs, and leadership, might also have significant effects.
Papers addressing the behavioral aspects of population
behavior in response to COVID-19 in terms of both
challenges and opportunities in pandemic management
are of interest for this Special Issue. Our focus will be on
high quality research or theory-based papers as well those
detailing with practical orientation and experience in
individuals, communities, and nations in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard N. Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, Baltimore, MD 21251, providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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