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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Sub-Saharan Africa faces a high disease burden in
communicable diseases and an increasing burden in non-
communicable diseases with a strong spatial and temporal
structure. More recently, increased funding for research
from donor initiatives has generated high-quality
household data volumes, but there is a high demand for
biostatisticians to analyse these data locally and quickly,
resulting in a lack of capacity for advanced data analysis.

Donor-funded initiatives exist to address the dearth in
statistical capacity, but few initiatives have been led by
African institutions. The Sub-Saharan African Consortium
for Advanced Biostatistics (SSACAB) aims to improve
biostatistical capacity in Africa according to the needs
identified by African institutions, through collaborative
masters and doctoral training in biostatistics.

In this issue, we present work resulting in our effort to build
capacity in recent developments in Bayesian diseases
mapping and especially the classes of Bayesian
hierarchical space time models that have been used to
characterise the patterns of communicable and non-
communicable disease burden in SSA through SSACAB
and beyond.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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