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Message from the Guest Editors

Following the World Health Organization's lead and in line
with the social model of disability, this Special Issue
defines disability in the broadest sense to cover physical,
cognitive, psychological, and emotional impairments;
activity limitations; and participation restrictions due to the
complex interaction of the person and the environment.
The main goal of this Special Issue is to inform health
policy, community health, public health programs, and
safety-net hospitals on care for people with disabilities and
chronic disease in the community, with an emphasis on
promoting health equity and justice. This can include
scholarly work on historically understudied and
underserved populations and how they experience
disability and chronic disease; their community-based care
needs; outcomes of interventions, programs, service-
learning or community-engaged research affecting these
populations; and accessibility of care. We encourage a
variety of knowledge-producing approaches, such as
ethnographies, rigorous systematic and scoping reviews of
the literature, case studies, quasi-experimental and
experimental designs, and studies using grounded theory.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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