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Message from the Guest Editors

In recent decades, community participation has become a
buzzword for successful social implementation of disaster
risk reduction (DRR) plans and strategies, yet its
actualization largely remains elusive. The so-called
successful community-based DRR initiatives have rarely
been replicated and scaled up. Innovative tools and
methods have continuously been introduced to increase
the effective involvement of local communities in DRR, yet
there hardly exists any consensus about the process of
participation—who will be involved, when, and to what
extent. In principle, several claims have been made in favor
of community participation but they have have seldom
been empirically validated. The very idea of participation
remains value-laden. In addition, communities are not
homogeneous units, which creates an enormous challenge
for selecting, representing, and incorporating the core
values, concerns, and visions of communities in the
decision-making process.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Scientific
discoveries and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a rational basis for informed
decision-making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality peer-
reviewed journal.
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