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Message from the Guest Editor

As Considerable cancer disparities exist, making
community outreach and engagement efforts even more
critical to ensuring equitable access to screening and
care. To reach vulnerable populations, practitioners need
to partner with community representatives and trusted
organizations to better understand their communities'
unique cultures and needs so that materials, programs,
and clinical protocols can be appropriately tailored.
Further, researchers need to develop strategies to study the
dietary, lifestyle, and environmental risk factors and social
determinants of health that predispose populations to
cancer and to create opportunities to encourage
community members to learn about the purpose of
research, how participants are protected from harm, and
why people of all backgrounds and walks of life need to
participate to make research generalizable to all. ~ Finally,
understanding the cost of cancer in terms of health
expenditure and life loss is crucial in decreasing its full
impact.  This Special Issue is open to the subject area of
community engagement and cancer.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard N. Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, Baltimore, MD 21251, providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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