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Message from the Guest Editor

Oral health has been recognized as being strongly related
to systemic health and overal well-being. The value of
integrating oral and general healthcare systems in practice
is still developing. A synergy of societal and individual
public health campaigns are needed to reduce oral health
inequalities. This is important for the prevention of caries
and periodontal (gum) disease. Technology has also
become an essential tool for pdelyvering more predictable
treatment for an optimal oral rehabilitation. Policy makers
should take in consideration the hygiene habits, without
forgetting about the socioeconomic and socio-
psychological determinants of lifestyle and health. In most
countries, care-delivery models and financing for oral
health are frequently more restricted than for medical care.
Indeed, the cost of accessing a dental care provider could
be a barrier. Thus, there is a need to improving the
affordability of dental care.

This special issue of /nternational Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health (IJERPH) focuses on the
current state of knowledge on the advances in oral health
and health promotion research.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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