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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

About 15 percent of the 6000 to 8000 known rare diseases
worldwide show orofacial manifestations. In addition to
changes in the shape and/or number of teeth (e.g., x-linked
hypophosphatemia; ectodermal dysplasia), these can also
include changes in the oral mucosa, for example.

Changes can indicate the onset of a rare disease (e.g.,
Crohn's disease), support the diagnosis of a rare disease
(e.g., systemic scleroderma), or draw attention to a
recurrence of a rare disease (e.g., granulomatosis with
polyangiitis).

Rare disease patients o7en experience a marathon of
doctor visits and misdiagnoses because these conditions
and symptoms are not present in the daily clinic routine.

Because of the small number of people affected, therapies
are o7en based on individual case reports or, at best, case
series. 

This Special Issue will therefore focus on rare diseases with
orofacial manifestations. The focus is particularly on the
area of clinical signs, therapy, and quality of life.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou
RCMI Center for Urban Health
Disparities Research and
Innovation, Richard Dixon
Research Center, Morgan State
University, 1700 E. Cold Spring
Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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