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Message from the Guest Editors

With the changing composition of societies, there is
growing attention to questions of social diversity and equal
access to healthcare for vulnerable and minority
populations. Nevertheless, empirical research on the
question of access to healthcare still remains insufficient.
Belonging to a vulnerable group can constitute a relevant
obstacle to access to healthcare. Limitation of access to
healthcare for these populations raises medico-ethical
considerations and has negative consequences on the
health outcomes of individual patients.

This Special Issue aims to bring together research articles
concerning the question of equal access to healthcare for
various minority populations, including but not limited to
ethnic, cultural, or religious minorities, sexual and gender
minorities, children, older or disabled persons, prisoners,
etc. The Editors invite contributions from across the globe
that not only examine structural and individual barriers to
access to healthcare for these vulnerable groups but also
that provide best-practice examples of facilitating access
to healthcare for them.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul R. Ward
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Adelaide University, Adelaide
5001, Australia

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Scientific
discoveries and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a rational basis for informed
decision-making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality peer-
reviewed journal.
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