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Message from the Guest Editor

Access to healthcare is a basic human right, and yet so
many people struggle to receive the care they so
desperately need. Those in greatest need of healthcare are
often those who receive the least, particularly vulnerable
populations, including people experiencing homelessness
and poverty, and marginalized members of our
communities.

In this Special Issue, we welcome submissions of papers
that use creative and robust approaches that will deepen
our understanding of the challenges of accessing and using
healthcare by vulnerable populations, and how these can
be overcome. We invite papers for consideration from any
healthcare setting and any methodology. Examples include
studies that explore the association between vulnerability
and healthcare utilization; those that examine models of
care that optimize access for vulnerable populations,
recognizing vulnerability, human rights approaches, co-
production, and complex systems approaches; and
strength-based approaches. All articles must make a strong
contribution to healthcare science and expand our
understanding of the relationship between vulnerability
and health service utilization.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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