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Message from the Guest Editor

Plastics are produced for a variety of applications. It
has been estimated that plastics constitute about
80% of all marine litter. The contamination of marine
ecosystems by plastic litter may lead to marine
pollution. It has been reported that plastic pollution
in marine ecosystems is the most widespread
problem affecting the marine environment. Large
plastics are photodegraded to microplastics (less
than 5 mm in size). Microplastics can also be
produced such as the microbeads found in several
personal care products. The impact of microplastics
on marine life is still under investigation, but it is
known that they can come into direct contact with
cell membranes, leading to significant stretching of
the lipid bilayer that potentially leads to serious
dysfunction of the cell. This Special Issue focuses on
the current state of knowledge regarding pollution by
marine litter and plastic pollution. Papers dealing
with new approaches to removing or the risk
assessment of marine litter and plastic pollution are
also welcome. Methodological papers, position
papers, brief reports, and commentaries will also be
accepted.
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