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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Mental health disorders in children and adolescents are a
major public health issue. These developmental periods
are a vulnerable time during which children and
adolescents experience many bio-psycho-social changes.
Childhood and adolescence are considered as crucial
developmental stages during which the first mental health
difficulties may emerge. For instance, 15% of children and
adolescents are diagnosed with a mental health disorder.
In addition, at least 75% of mental health disorders begin
by the age of 24.

In this issue, an empirical research focus on mental health
in childhood and adolescence is welcome. We especially
encourage the submission of research on the prevalence of
mental health symptoms and disorders, analysis of risk
and protective factors, psychological processes, or
validation of tools and mental health interventions. We
also encourage the submission of health systems and
health policy-related manuscripts that focus on issues
related to mental health in childhood and adolescence.
Finally, we welcome original research papers using
different study designs as well as systematic reviews and
meta-analyses.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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