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Message from the Guest Editor

Lung cancer risk in radon exposed has generally been
studied since the 1960s using a cohort designs. The risk
from residential radon was studied substantially later
mostly using case-control designs. In both designs, the risk
has been described in relative risk models, assuming
multiplicative effects between the background risk and the
risk from radon exposure. The additive risk models, where
the background risk and radon exposure induced risks are
added, were not explicitly reported. In both approaches,
the risk models can be improved by inclusion of modifying
factors, similar to the Japanese Life Span Study of atomic
bomb survivors (LSS).

The aim of the present Special Issue is to report results
based on both additive and multiplicative models and
compare the models with LSS. In studies with individual
smoking information, the interaction between radon and
smoking can be explicitly modelled. In studies where
individual smoking data are not available, estimated
background rates can be compared with national lung
cancer rates. In addition, a study of quality of exposure can
be realized, including description of methods used in
individual exposure estimates.
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Prof. Dr. Paul R. Ward Addressing the environmental and public health
School of Society and Culture, challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
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discoveries and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a rational basis for informed
decision-making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards.

[JERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality peer-
reviewed journal.
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