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Message from the Guest Editors

The aim of this Special Issue is to present research on new
methods to identify, treat, and support patients with work-
related mental ill health early to avoid long-term
complaints and sick leave in a primary healthcare context.
It also aims at presenting research on methods that involve
the workplace to promote an early RTW. 

We welcome research in this area with a variety of study
designs, using a quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-
methods design:

Feasibility studies/pilot studies to examine the
efficacy and implementation of new methods to
identify, treat, and support patients with work-
related mental ill health early to avoid long-term
complaints and sick leave and promote return to
work;
Randomized controlled trial/cohort studies to
evaluate if interventions can:

Reduce/change mental complaints or
symptoms;
Prevent or reduce/change sickness absence;
Promote return to work;

Evaluation studies to examine interventions from
both the patients’ and healthcare professionals’
perspective, and from the perspectives of
organizational level.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou
RCMI Center for Urban Health
Disparities Research and
Innovation, Richard Dixon
Research Center, Morgan State
University, 1700 E. Cold Spring
Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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