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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Autoimmune diabetes, commonly referred to as type 1
diabetes mellitus (T1D), is a persistent immune-mediated
condition marked by a lack of insulin due to the
destruction of pancreatic beta cells, leading to elevated
blood glucose levels. The cause of autoimmune diabetes
remains unknown, but is believed to involve a combination
of genetic and environmental factors. Genetic factors may
play a minor role as only 15% of children with T1D have
close relatives with T1D. As T1D is more abundant in
developed countries (North America, Western Europe, and
Australia) than in developing countries, where infectious
diseases are more common, it is suspected that a lack of
stimulation of the immune system may increase the risk of
autoimmune diseases like T1D, supporting the so-called
“hygiene hypothesis”. 

This Special Issue aims to present readers with an up-to-
date overview of ongoing molecular research addressing
questions related to autoimmune diabetes
physiopathology, ranging from its etiology and
pathogenesis to therapeutic approaches. 
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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