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Message from the Guest Editor

The embryonic development of vertebrates is governed by
several sets of evolutionarily conserved signals, including
BMP, FGF, Activin, Nodal, and Wnt. These signals are
integrated to orchestrate the cell fate determination, germ
layer specification, and embryonic patterning through
controlling the expression of the target gene(s) regulatory
network (GRN). However, understanding the molecular
crosstalk among various signaling pathway(s) and GRN
remains to be fully elucidated. Hence, the scope of this
Special Issue is to expand our knowledge of early
embryogenic processes that are actively involved in the
activation/deactivation of signal transduction and the
target transcription factors (on different signals input) for
fate determination and lineage priming during germ layer
specification in vertebrates.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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