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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Our Special Issue focuses on emerging aquatic pollutants
(EAP) such as antibiotics and other pharmaceuticals,
pesticides, steroid hormones, pigments, surfactants,
solvents, as well as engineered nanoparticles,
microplastics and other chemicals and materials. Such
contaminants released continuously into the aquatic
environment even in very low quantities, can cause chronic
toxicity and endocrine disruption in aquatic life and
humans, and contribute to the emergence of resistant
pathogens. Scientific knowledge about the molecular
mechanisms of the toxic effect of EAP on inhabitants of
marine and freshwater ecosystems is limited. Thus, there is
a need to strengthen scientific knowledge and improve
relevant methodological approaches to better understand
the effects and mechanisms of treatment of EAP on the
inhabitants of the aquatic environment, as well as to
identify, bioindicate and bioremove these pollutants from
water.  Of particular interest here are engineered
nanoparticles and microplastics as potential carriers of
other toxicants. This Special Edition welcomes original
research papers as well as high-quality review papers in all
of the aforesaid fields.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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