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Message from the Guest Editor

Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is the major cause of
chronic hepatitis, liver cirrhosis, and hepatocellular
carcinoma. Both host and viral factors are involved in the
pathogenesis of HBV infection. Host immune responses to
HBV, including innate and adaptive immunity are
responsible for HBV control and clearance. Functional cure
of HBV, indicating loss of HBV surface antigen (HBsAg) is a
treatment goal for chronic HBV infection, that requiring
effective host immunity against HBV.  In this special issue of
IJMS, original articles or systemic reviews related to host-
viral (HBV) interaction are highly welcome, such as
strategies to break the immune tolerance in chronic
hepatitis B; synergy of innate and adaptive immunity for
chronic hepatitis B infection, novel immunotherapeutic
methods to achieve functional cure of HBV; update of HBV
reactivation risk and mechanism associated with
immunosuppressant, or biologics treatment in HBsAg
positive or negative patients.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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