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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Although in most patients with asthma, symptoms are well
controlled by inhaled glucocorticoids (GCs), a subgroup of
patients suffering from severe asthma respond poorly to
GC therapy. Such GC insensitivity (GCI) represents a
profound challenge in managing patients with asthma.
Even though GCI in patients with severe asthma has been
investigated by several groups using immune cells
(peripheral blood mononuclear cells and alveolar
macrophages), uncertainty exists regarding the underlying
molecular mechanisms in non-immune cells. In asthma,
airway structural cells are among the targets of GC therapy
and have emerged as key contributors not only to
bronchoconstriction, but also to airway inflammation and
remodeling, as implied by experimental and clinical
evidence. This issue aims to foster studies investigating the
molecular mechanisms underlying the impairment of GC
actions specifically in non-immune cells, such as airway
structural cells.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS) is
an open access journal, which was established in 2000. The
journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly research on a
range of topics, including biochemistry, molecular and cell
biology, and molecular biophysics. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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