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Message from the Guest Editors

Numerous peptides participate in the regulation of the
cardiovascular system at different levels in the body. Based
on structural and functional similarities, they are grouped
into two families: 1) vasoconstrictors, such as angiotensin
II, vasopressin, neuropeptide Y;  2) vasodilators, such as
adrenomedullin, natriuretic peptides, substance P.
Vasoactive peptides act as classic hormones, circulating in
blood to the targets, or mediate specific effects in a
paracrine or autocrine manner. Under pathological
conditions, they initiate and maintain maladaptive cellular
responses promoting the growth of tumors. Over the last
decade, interest in their role in cancer has grown, and
strong evidence of their modulatory activity on
mitogenesis, apoptosis, angiogenesis, tumor invasion, and
development of metastases has been accumulated.
Therefore, we invite our colleagues in this field to
contribute to this Special Issue by providing research
articles or relevant topic reviews on vasoactive peptides
and their activities in hematological and not hematological
malignancies. We are particularly interested in novel
therapeutics, new biomarker studies, genomics, and stem
cell research.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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