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Message from the Guest Editor

Opioid medications are useful for treating acute pain;
however, over the past two decades their use has been
liberalized and their addictive potential underestimated,
which has resulted in approximately 116 million people
with opioid-prescription dependency. Opioid addiction
comes in many forms, and it is a complex disease resulting
from variants in multiple genes with relatively small effects,
along with environmental and developmental factors.
Thus, a genetic variant found in a given subset of an
addicted population may not be found in an addicted
population of a different background.

This Special Issue targets all aspects of opioid addiction,
including factors as age, gender, race, and ethnicity, with a
special emphasis on the genetic component contributing
to addiction. Works reporting new variants associated with
elevated opioid addiction risk are welcome. Investigations
revealing mechanistical effects and the functional impact
of these addiction-linked variants are particularly
encouraged. Since opioid addiction is a complex disease,
we are looking to receive papers addressing the impact of
variants on the networks of interactions involving multiple
genes.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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