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Message from the Guest Editor

Biomarkers are important and indispensable not only for
diagnosis but also for the identification of therapeutic
targets. Autoantibodies have causal roles in autoimmune
diseases, and may affect the development of cancer. The
recent development of technology has revealed that
autoantibodies are developed against most proteins in the
body. Such autoantibodies may reflect an individual’s
medical history. Therefore, autoantibodies can be
applicable for diagnosis of other varieties of diseases in
addition to autoimmune disease and cancer. Antibody
levels are tremendously increased by repeated exposure to
antigens. Therefore, antibody markers are highly sensitive
and capable of discriminate trivial alterations of cells and
organs. It has been suggested that autoantibodies
sometimes play causal roles in other diseases than
autoimmune diseases. Thus, analysis of autoantibodies is
effective in the identification of therapeutic targets.
Remarkable development of antibody biomarkers is
expected in the future.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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