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Message from the Guest Editor

The targeting and localization of newly synthesized and
imported molecules to their own cellular destinations are
fundamental prerequisites for living organisms. Membrane
trafficking is responsible for a broad spectrum of cellular
functions, including vesicular transport, secretion,
biogenesis and the maintenance of organelles, cell
division, protein degradation, signal transduction, etc. The
impairment of these functions could cause the onset of
many diseases; thus, understanding the molecular
mechanisms and the regulatory mechanisms of membrane
trafficking is important not only to gain knowledge
concerning how living organisms function, but also to find
new pharmacological targets for a diverse range of
diseases. In this Special Issue, we will focus on the
physiological functions of the proteins involved in
membrane trafficking, especially in the secretory and
endosomal pathways. We will also discuss how these
pathways could be interconnected and be involved in the
onset of many diseases.
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Prof. Dr. Maurizio Battino The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
Department of ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was

Odontostomatologic and established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
Specialized Clinical Sciences,

Sez-Biochimica, Faculty of for scholarly research on a range of topics, including

Medicine, Universita Politecnica biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
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60100 Ancona, Italy molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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