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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

The complexity and dynamic nature of the tumor
microenvironment (TME) still remains a challenge for the
pre- and clinical studies of tumors. TME components such
as cancer-associated fibroblasts (CAFs), tumor-associated
macrophages (TAMs) or tumor-infiltrating lymphocytes
(TILs) are promising therapeutic targets associated with
tumor regression and patient prognosis. They are mostly
involved in cancer promotion and progression controlling
various  processes, i.e, cancer cell proliferation,
angiogenesis, metastasis formation or epithelial to
mesenchymal transition (EMT) phenomenon. TME
promotes tumorigenesis by secreting cytokines and
initiating extracellular matrix (ECM) remodeling. ECM
proteins such as fibronectin, tenascin-C, and periostin can
also play an important role in the regulation of cancer cell
biology, metastatic potential, and patient outcome. Recent
cancer immunotherapies are focused equally on tumor
cells and on key components of the TME.

In this Special Issue, we will discuss the biology and
composition of TME, its prognostic and predictive value, as
well as potential therapeutic strategies for cellular and
molecular TME targets.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Maurizio Battino The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
Department of ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was

Odontostomatologic and established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
Specialized Clinical Sciences,

Sez-Biochimica, Faculty of for scholarly research on a range of topics, including

Medicine, Universita Politecnica biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular

delle Marche, Via Ranieri 65, biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of

60100 Ancona, Italy molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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