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Following recent scientific findings in the molecular
microbiology field, the oral microbiota, i.e., the complex
and dynamic microbial community resident in the oral
cavity, has been found to represent a sine qua non-
condition for oral health as well as the emergence of
degenerative systemic diseases such as digestive
apparatus diseases, articular diseases, cancer, and
neuronal illnesses. In this context, this Special Issue
aims to serve as an exhaustive collection of new
scientific data and ideas about the role of this human
microbial tissue, in the fields of oral pathology, systemic
diseases, and laboratory diagnosis. Indeed, a greater
biological understanding and novel analytical
approaches could be effective clinical management
strategies for the major current degenerative diseases
associated with oral microbiota. Dr. Giovanna Mosaico
(gimosaico@tiscali.it) and Dr. Cinzia Casuis
(ginzia.85@hotmail.it) are serving as  research
assistants and will assist Professor Germano Orrù in
managing this issue.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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