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Message from the Guest Editor

Achilles, the Greek hero, suffered an injury at his Achilles
heel, leading to his death. Tendons connect bone to
muscle and hence, are critical for the function of the
musculoskeletal system. Due to societal ageing and a
rise in overuse activities or extreme sports by
youngsters, tendon diseases present major clinical
challenges. A leading cause for tendon rupture is
tendon tissue degeneration that can be induced by
mechanical overuse (via matrix), neo-vascularization
and/or tendon cell and tissue aging. So far there are only
few approved treatments for tendinopathy which are
targeted against specific molecular processes, and
patients are always subjected to surgical or
conservative therapy. This special issue will focus on the
role of endogenous cells, exogenous cells (vascular,
inflammatory, neuronal), or niche structural and
biomechanical properties as well as on novel medicinal
and tissue engineering therapeutic approaches to re-
define the status quo in the field of tendon disease and
therapy. Articles submitted can either be original works
or full reviews.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in /JJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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