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Message from the Guest Editors

Sustainability is by its nature a multidisciplinary topic. In
the last decades, research on sustainability has
continuously been growing, with a wide variety of interests.
Here, we have focussed our attention on the fundamental
topics of sustainable development, namely: the
environment, economy, and society. These subjects must
be linked with technological improvement, which relates
to increased development in clean technologies, labour
changes and management, and new markets.
<false,>Economy, finance, production, transportations,
etc., all constitute human activities. However, man is part
of the ecosystem, and consequently, all of his activities
must be considered in relation to the laws of nature.
Energy is the essential element for all of these activities;
indeed, from production to services, from economy to
finance, etc., energy is required. However, energy is a
thermodynamics topic of research, so we must develop an
approach able to link the economy to thermodynamics. In
particular, this approach can be useful for all complex and
multidisciplinary themes, including biofuels, because of
their wide diversity of topics and details that need to be
considered.
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board

Prof. Dr. Chien-Hung Liu The unique journal /nventions is different from all other
Department of Mechanical journals. Many scholars spend their lives publishing
Engineering, National Chung research papers in many different journals, but most of
Hsing University, 250 Kuo Kuang K

Rd, Taichung 402, Taiwan these journals do not help scholars collate and analyze

their results or assist in promoting them to a relevant
Prof. Dr. Shoou-Jinn Chang industry. However, /nventions will help authors not only to
Department of Electrical publish their papers in the journal, but also to promote
Engineering, National Cheng their research results to industry and assist them in
Kung University, Tainan 701, realizing the purpose of technology transfer. In the

Taiwan i . i
future, /nventions will help authors to evaluate their
technology license fees based on the valuation theory and
approaches and also help authors to show their patents
and technologies on a network transaction platform.
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