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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Conventional lung cancer treatments were once limited to
surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy. However, gefitinib, a
targeted drug, was launched in 2004, and the situation
changed. Cancer cases that were highly responsive to
gefitinib were later discovered to have epithelial growth
factor receptor (EGFR) mutations. This discovery opened
the door for biomarker-based treatment strategies.
Subsequently, several EGFR-tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKI)
were developed, and they became a new mainstay of
treatment for non-small cell lung cancer. In recent years,
many mechanisms of resistance to EGFR-TKI have been
elucidated; a mutation in the T790M gene at exon 20 is
found in half of the resistant cases.

Another advancement in advanced non-small cell lung
cancer is the development of immune checkpoint
inhibitors. Four PD-1/PD-L1 inhibitors, including
nivolumab, are currently available for treatment of lung
cancer.

This Special Issue aims to update researchers and
clinicians by summarizing the remarkable progress made
recently in the field of targeted therapy, immunotherapy,
and cancer biology for non-small cell lung cancer.
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Message from the Editorial Board

There has been an explosion of gene and target based
research and therapeutics in the multitude of fields that
compose clinical medicine. The Journal of Clinical
Medicine’s (JCM) staff and editorial board are dedicated to
providing cutting edge, timely, and peer-reviewed articles
covering the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine.
The journal publishes concise, innovative, and exciting
research articles as well as clinically significant articles and
reviews that are pertinent to the myriad of disciplines
within medicine. The articles published are relevant to both
primary care physicians and specialists. The journal’s full-
texts are archived in PubMed Central and indexed in
PubMed. Please consider submitting your manuscripts for
publication to our journal and check us out on-line!
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