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Message from the Guest Editors

Paravalvular leak (PVL) is a common complication
associated with surgical valve replacement and more
recently transcatheter valve implantation procedures. 
Early recognition and intervention are imperative for
appropriate management, as medical therapy is not
effective.  The results of systematic review and meta-
analysis suggest that successful trans-catheter PVL
reduction is associated with a decrease in cardiac mortality
and functional class improvement in patients unsuitable
for surgical correction. A surprising number of different
devices, vascular plugs, and more recently newly dedicated
devices have been used to close aortic or mitral
paravalvular leaks. Nevertheless, transcatheter
interventions have followed a difficult path of
development. The difficulties have been mostly linked to
technical issues, such as visualization of the defect and
suboptimal delivery systems. The Special Issue will
summarize the most relevant data on the clinical,
diagnostic, and technical aspects of PVL treatment and will
point out to its limitations and future development.
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Message from the Editorial Board

There has been an explosion of gene and target based
research and therapeutics in the multitude of fields that
compose clinical medicine. The Journal of Clinical
Medicine’s (JCM) staff and editorial board are dedicated to
providing cutting edge, timely, and peer-reviewed articles
covering the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine.
The journal publishes concise, innovative, and exciting
research articles as well as clinically significant articles and
reviews that are pertinent to the myriad of disciplines
within medicine. The articles published are relevant to both
primary care physicians and specialists. The journal’s full-
texts are archived in PubMed Central and indexed in
PubMed. Please consider submitting your manuscripts for
publication to our journal and check us out on-line!
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