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Message from the Guest Editor

In spite of the large volume of associated research, the
pathophysiological mechanisms involved in atrial
fibrillation (AF) onset and recurrence remain uncertain.
This may explain why the performances of
thromboembolic and bleeding prediction scores in AF
patients are limited. Indeed, all of the mechanisms
associated with atrial remodeling and the development of
atrial cardiopathy are also likely to promote the
development of AF. This recent concept of atrial
cardiopathy suggests that the real trigger of stroke may be
an abnormal atrial substrate rather than the atrial rhythm
itself. In this setting, AF could be seen as a symptom of
atrial cardiopathy rather than a risk factor of stroke. In the
absence of validated clinical markers of atrial cardiopathy,
the search for AF remains the cornerstone of cardioembolic
stroke prevention for now. The aim of this Special Issue is
to gather basic research as well as pathophysiological and
epidemiological papers focused on the relationship
between atrial substrate and atrial fibrillation onset,
recurrence, and outcomes.
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Message from the Editorial Board

There has been an explosion of gene and target based
research and therapeutics in the multitude of fields that
compose clinical medicine. The Journal of Clinical
Medicine’s (JCM) staff and editorial board are dedicated to
providing cutting edge, timely, and peer-reviewed articles
covering the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine.
The journal publishes concise, innovative, and exciting
research articles as well as clinically significant articles and
reviews that are pertinent to the myriad of disciplines
within medicine. The articles published are relevant to both
primary care physicians and specialists. The journal’s full-
texts are archived in PubMed Central and indexed in
PubMed. Please consider submitting your manuscripts for
publication to our journal and check us out on-line!
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