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Message from the Guest Editor

Today, the advances of benthic ecology have increased in
the context of marine management and conservation
faced with the intensification of human activities and the
deployment of Marine Protected Areas. The available
multivariate statistical techniques for identifying benthic
assemblages can analyze a large database of quantitative
data on benthic samples at different spatiotemporal
scales. Coastal benthic communities are colonized by a lot
of non-indigenous species, some of which alter the trophic
network of such inhabited habitats. However, the main
challenge is identifying the respective parts of the effects of
climate change and the cumulative effects of human
activities on the continental shelf in the functioning and
temporal changes of the benthic habitats of this key
ecosystem of the marine environment. All these new
developments and knowledge around benthic habitats will
serve as tools for users and managers to ensure the
sustainable function of coastal benthic ecosystems.
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Prof. Dr. Charitha Pattiaratchi T he Journal of Marine Science and Engineering (JMSE,

Oceans Graduate Schooland The  |SSN 2077-1312) is an international peer-reviewed open

UWA Oceans Institute, The access journal which provides an advanced forum for

University of Western Australia, . . . . .

Perth, WA 6009, Australia studies related to marine science and engineering. The
journal aims to provide scholarly research on a range of
topics, including  ocean  engineering,  chemical
oceanography, physical oceanography, marine biology and
marine geosciences. We invite you to publish in our journal
sharing your important research findings with the global
ocean community.
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