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Message from the Guest Editor

This Special Issue on International Law and Human Rights
examines both the growing convergence and remaining
divergences between international law and human rights
law, which are provoked by simultaneous contemporary
global crises facing humanity in 2022:  the unabated
consequences of the global pandemic and rising
transnational health threats, the global food crises and
inflation, the global energy crisis.

In his famous 1950 book, International Law and Human
Rights, Hersch Lauterpacht famously argued that it was not
necessary to elaborate human rights norms and state
obligations within the United Nations Charter because the
core state obligation to promote human rights under
Articles 1(3) and 55 in relation to 56 were sufficient, in his
view, to internalize human rights within the international
legal system, seeing an inimitable partnership between
international law and human rights. This Special Issue
carries forward and explores Lauterpacht’s thesis in the
face of rampant global vulnerabilities and threats that
expose the fissures within the seeming separate
development trajectories of international law and human
rights.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal; contributions
that bridge these traditional boundaries are particularly
welcome. The social sciences and humanities generate
insights both from and for the legal system. While theory
grounds Laws in a timeless dialogue shaped by traditions
of inquiry, legal practice ensures that scholars are
addressing pressing problems. Both normative and
positive scholarship can aid policymakers, judges, and
agency officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists
and practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational legal
norms.
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