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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Indigenous peoples residing in colonial contexts across the
globe are invariably over-represented in a range of
negative social indicators, not least of all, criminal justice
statistics. Due to their over-representation, Indigenous
peoples have been the focus of significant attention from
mainstream criminology. This Special Issue intends to
build on the critical work of Indigenous scholars and our
non-Indigenous allies, progressing an Indigenous-centred
analysis of colonial crime control and its impact on
Indigenous peoples throughout the world. Contributions
are welcome that enhance our knowledge of Indigenous
people’s experiences of criminal justice, Indigenous
theorising of crime and social harm, and Indigenous justice
practices. More specific contributions in the following areas
are sought:

1. Indigenous theories of crime and social harm;
2. Indigenous responses to crime and social harm;
3. Indigenous people, inter-generational trauma and

criminal justice;
4. Colonialism and settler-colonial crime control;
5. Indigenous women and the criminal justice system.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal; contributions
that bridge these traditional boundaries are particularly
welcome. The social sciences and humanities generate
insights both from and for the legal system. While theory
grounds Laws in a timeless dialogue shaped by traditions
of inquiry, legal practice ensures that scholars are
addressing pressing problems. Both normative and
positive scholarship can aid policymakers, judges, and
agency officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists
and practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational legal
norms.
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