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Message from the Guest Editors

Automation is changing the face of manufacturing in ways
previously unimaginable, from extensive production
facilities almost entirely driven by robots to small
workshops looking to improve a few key manufacturing
processes. Fully self-driving plants are still not viable for
most manufacturers, but more and more people are
embracing automation on a smaller scale that makes
sense for their business. This trend towards automation
introduced us to a new concept: "Lights-Out." Automation
in production, in particular, led to the development of
"Lights-Out" manufacturing, which could operate 24 hours
a day with minimal staff in the second and third shifts, and
the concept was often associated with manufacturing.
Considering that the term "Lights-Out" refers to a digitized,
automated process that does not involve any human
intervention, it can have an impact beyond manufacturing
throughout supply chains. Furthermore, Lights-Out
Logistics can help supply chains become more resilient in
times of great uncertainty and disruption, such as financial
crises and pandemics like COVID-19.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Robert Handfield | am delighted to take on the editorial role for the open-
Poole College of Management, access international journal Logistics, which — will
North Carolina State University. - . . . _—

’ mphasize current important i in logistics an
Campus Box 7229, Raleigh, NC emphasize curre timpo tg t.ssues logistics a .d‘supply
97695, USA chain management. My aim is to ensure that this journal

employs a rapid review process; has the flexibility to
address the most current topics; and is globally connected,
communicating online peer-reviewed articles and related
content to a worldwide audience. | have invited a group of
leading thinkers to serve as Editorial Review Board
Members, who will promote cutting-edge insights from
authors from all over the world. Contemporary topics that
address current challenges will receive special attention, as
will thought-provoking scholarly essays and viewpoints. On
behalf of our distinguished Editorial Board, | welcome your
contributions.
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