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Message from the Guest Editor

The biodiversity of coral reefs is unmatched in the marine
environment. Whilst they cover a minute portion of the
seafloor, they harbour approximately one-third of all
marine species. Current research has revealed that coral
reef invertebrates and their associated microorganisms
can produce a high diversity of secondary metabolites.
Many of these compounds are novel and exhibit strong
biological activity with properties such as antifouling,
antipredation, antimicrobial, or antioxidant.

This Special Issue aims to provide a platform for
researchers to publish their latest research on substances
derived from species inhabiting coral reefs. We are
specifically interested in new research identifying the
chemical structure, activity, source and biosynthetic
pathways of bioactive compounds. Additionally, given the
many threats that coral reefs are facing worldwide, it will
be critical to identify alternative methods of production for
compounds with biotechnological potential.
Comprehensive review papers that synthesise current
knowledge on bioactive compounds in coral reefs are also
welcome.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in the
marine environment. This is exemplified by the robust
preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently exists for
marine natural products. Marine Drugs is inviting
contributions on new advances in marine biotechnology,
pharmacology, chemical ecology, synthetic biology, and
genomics approaches related to the discovery of
therapeutically relevant marine natural products. Our goal
is to share your contribution in a timely fashion and in a
manner that will be valued by the scientific community.
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