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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Non-communicable diseases, such as cardiovascular
diseases, different types of cancer, respiratory diseases and
diabetes, are the leading cause of death globally. Marine
species are valuable source of bioactive constituents, such
as peptides, proteins and lipids. Marine-derived
biopeptides—due to their structural properties and their
amino acids composition and sequences - exhibit various
biological activities such as anti-atherosclerotic, anti-
hypertensive, anti-cancer, anti-diabetic, anti-oxidative,
anti-obesity activity, etc., preventing non-communicable
diseases. Additionally, marine-derived bioactive lipids such
as marine phosholipids have high content of the long-
chain polyunsaturated omega-3 fatty acids EPA and DHA
and exhibit numerous biological properties against
atherosclerosis, thrombosis and inflammation. Therefore,
the purpose of the current Special Issue is to publish novel
ideas related to the therapeutic potential of marine-
derived bioactive peptides and lipids in the treatment or
prevention of non-communicable diseases.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Bill J. Baker
Department of Chemistry,
University of South Florida, 4202
E. Fowler Ave., CHE 205, Tampa,
FL 33620-5250, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in the
marine environment. This is exemplified by the robust
preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently exists for
marine natural products. Marine Drugs is inviting
contributions on new advances in marine biotechnology,
pharmacology, chemical ecology, synthetic biology, and
genomics approaches related to the discovery of
therapeutically relevant marine natural products. Our goal
is to share your contribution in a timely fashion and in a
manner that will be valued by the scientific community.
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