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Message from the Guest Editors

Silicates represent the major component of solid planetary
materials in the Solar System and are the most studied
minerals in the history of geosciences, due to the
information that they retain. The exact content in major,
minor and trace elements, the distribution of these
elements across crystals, the occupancy of structural sites,
the relationship with neighbor minerals, the presence of
twins or lattice defects, and the occurrence of specific
polymorphs are just some of the several signs le  by
geological processes and recorded in silicates. Thus,
studies on silicates provide important information on the
conditions under which they crystallized or were deformed,
contributing to our understanding of a wide range of
geological and planetary processes, from the
differentiation in planetesimals to the crack formation
induced by intracrystalline diffusion.

This Special Issue aims to collect in a single volume a
selection of the variety of information provided by studies
on silicates. 
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Leonid Dubrovinsky
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Minerals welcomes submissions that report basic and
applied research in mineralogy. Research areas of
traditional interest are mineral deposits, mining, mineral
processing and environmental mineralogy. The journal
footprint also includes novel uses of elemental and
isotopic analyses of minerals for petrology, geochronology
and thermochronology, thermobarometry, ore genesis and
sedimentary provenance. Contributions are encouraged in
emerging research areas such as applications of
quantitative mineralogy to the oil and gas, manufacturing,
forensic science, climate change, geohazard and health
sectors.
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