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Message from the Guest Editors

For decades, fungal infections have been a difficult health
condition to treat. This can be attributed to the narrow
spectrum and high toxicity of clinically used antifungals,
the long duration of treatment, and the high emergence of
resistance towards available agents. The severity of fungal
infections was brought to light during the unfortunate
COVID-19 pandemic, in the form of life-threatening
secondary infections in intensive care units. Candida,
Cryptococcus, and Aspergillus are the most common
causative organisms of life-threatening human fungal
infections. Candida auris is a multidrug resistant fungus.
Lomentospora prolificans has intrinsic resistance to all
clinically used antifungals. Aspergillus fumigatus is
becoming more resistant to treatment, making it more
difficult to treat aspergillosis, with the mortality rate
reaching 100% in some cases. Early diagnosis and
treatment of fungal meningitis and chronic pulmonary
aspergillosis can save millions of lives worldwide. Fungal
infections have become a silent crisis, and immediate
efforts are needed before it is too late. In this Special Issue,
we will highlight current cutting-edge developments in the
antifungal pipeline.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Lawrence S. Young
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The worldwide impact of infectious disease is incalculable.
The consequences for human health in terms of morbidity
and mortality are obvious and vast but, when infections of
animals and plants are also taken into account, it is hard to
imagine any other disease that has such a significant
impact on our lives—on healthcare systems, on agriculture
and on world economics. Pathogens is proud to continue
to serve the international community by publishing high
quality studies that further our understanding of infection
and have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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