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Message from the Guest Editor

In recent years, the substance abuse scenario has changed
considerably. Indeed, although the use of substances
commonly considered 'traditional', such as THC, cocaine,
and opioids, remains high, the use of medications to
achieve psychoactive effects (known as 'pharming') and
the advent of new psychoactive substances (NPS) have
contributed to a change in the prevalence and
consumption of substances. The effects of such substances
can range from acute toxicity to death, depending on
dosage, route of administration, and concomitant use of
other psychoactive drugs. Clearly, the strictly
pharmacological and toxicological aspects are not always
clear, sometimes because the substance being taken, its
properties, and possible pharmacokinetic and
pharmacodynamic interactions are not always known.

This Special Issue aims to provide an up-to-date overview
of the pharmacology, clinical information, and toxicology
of psychotropic drugs, both licit and illicit, and the effects
associated with their use. Finally, it includes detection
strategies that can be adopted in the initial clinical
assessment of patients.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks aDer submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately aDer acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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